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nomic Society, founded in 1855, supplied them with a mechan-
ism for acting in concert. It had more than 5000 members. A
central committee at Warsaw directed its action.

Alexander II. was at that time expected to make liberal reforms
in Poland. One of the leaders of the aristocratic party, the
Marquis Wielopolski, at his request submitted reports for his ex-
amination ; but the government at Petersburg took no further ac-
tion. The Poles grew tired of waiting and began to make public
demonstrations in 1860 and 1861. These were at first mass-
meetings, passive and silent, to celebrate the anniversaries
of the revolution of 1830. On the occasion of one of these cele-
brations, under the auspices of the Agronomic Society, the
crowd was charged by Russian soldiers. The burial of the vic-
tims gave occasion for one more manifestation of popular feel-
ing. The Agronomic Society sent to the Tsar an address claim-
ing the " institutions emanating from national spirit, its tradi-
tions and its history."

Alexander, drawn in opposite directions by two parties, wav-
ered between two policies: whether to make liberal concessions
and appease the Poles, or to suppress these demonstrations by
force. In March, 1861, he granted Poland a separate ministry
of education and public worship, to which he appointed the Mar-
quis of Wielopolski, a Pole; he also granted a Council of State
and elective provincial assemblies. In April he suppressed the
Agronomic Society; a crowd gathered to demand its restora-
tion, and the affair ended in a massacre. Between May, 1861,
and June, 1862, the Tsar changed the governor five times, some-
times appointing a friend, sometimes an enemy, to the Poles.
The demonstrations continued, notably on the anniversary of the
union with Lithuania and the death of Kosciusko. The mob
took refuge in the churches and was driven out by the soldiers.
The electors of the provincial assemblies refused to vote, de-
manding an " elective representation with free discussion.*'

As in 1830, the malcontents were divided into two parties, the
Whites, the party of the great landowners, united in the Agro-
nomic Society, and the Reds, the democratic party, made up of
the students, officers, and young men of Warsaw, directed by a
secret central committee. Alexander decided to give the gov-
ernment to Marquis Wielopolski, who accepted Russian domina-
tion in order to save Polish self-government; Grand Duke Con-
stantine, the friend of the Liberals, was appointed viceroy. But
the Polish patriots wanted to see their country independent. The